Jessica Purvis, Youth Services Librarian

February 2026 Youth Services Report March 6, 2026
RECAP
Program Date Audience % % % % Total
Drop-in Craft: Paper heart chain 2/14/26 0-12 yrs 10 6 0 6 22
Perry Playdate: Colors 2/17/26 0-10 yrs. 0 1 1 1 3
Stuffy Sleepover 2/19/26 0-12 yrs. 17 17
Stuffy Storytime 2/20/26 2-12 yrs. 10 4 2 11 27
TAB: Stuffy Sleepover Volunteers 2/19/26 13-18 yrs. 6 6
Scavenger Hunt: Valentine’s Day 2/4-2/14 0-12 yrs. 29
Scavenger Hunt: Lunar New Year 2/17-2/28 | 0-12 yrs. 40
Hooked on Covers: Block Party 2/4/26 15+ yrs. 0 1 1

e On February 4™, the Hooked on Covers Book Club met to discuss that last 5 books in our series
and learned how to block crocheted Granny Squares. We will get together on March 4™ at
4pm to put the squares together into a blanket and conclude this 15-month program. We had
high passive participation, checking out the books and crochet materials, but low in-person
participation for both the book discussions and crochet instruction. Overall, the program was
very successful in the areas of patron interest and participation. Using this information, we
hope to offer a similar program this summer but on a smaller scale.

e Over February break, we held a Stuffy Sleepover that was a huge success. Patrons dropped off
their stuffies on Thursday evening (February 19%") and picked them up on Friday, February
20™. When patrons drop off their stuffies, they fill out an ‘all about my stuffy’ paper that is
added to the slideshow that we watch the next morning at storytime.

e Part of the reason the Stuffy Sleepover was such a big success is due to the help the Teen
Advisory Board (TAB) provided. Six local teens, two veteran TAB members and 4 new, came to
help. They assisted the little ones with filling out their ‘all about my stuffy’ papers, before

helping them to tuck their stuffies into bed and capture footage for the slideshow. The



sleeping bags and pillows the stuffies used were also sewn by our TAB members last spring.
The teens earned community service hours for their help and did a great job.

e Stuffy Storytime the next day was also well attended. | read | cannot draw a horse by Charise

Mericle Harper before showing the slideshow of the stuffies’ adventures. Afterwards the
patrons crafted paper tube horses in recognition of the Lunar New Year. The whole event
went very well and the children really enjoyed both programs. The slideshow will be on

YouTube and linked on our website for the patrons to watch again and share with others.

FACILITIES/ COLLECTION

e This month’s displays included Black history, Groundhog Day, Lunar New Year, Presidents’ Day,
and Valentine’s Day.

e Our graphic novel collection has grown to two full bookcases, and includes both fiction and
nonfiction books. These are our most popular books and the area of the library that many of
our patrons head right to upon entering the library. | am looking at ways to apply dynamic
shelving practices to this area to help control how quickly the shelves get disorganized and to

better showcase our graphic novel series.

FUTURE PLANS

e Our next Drop-in Craft program is a rainbow bracelet in recognition of St. Patrick’s Day and
will be on Saturday, March 7t.

e Our next playdate will be held on March 31t and the theme is games, including Scatterpillar
Scramble, a patron favorite!

e We will once again participate in One Book, OWW!L Kids, a shared literacy program for children
and caregivers across Ontario, Wayne, Wyoming, and Livingston Counties. In April we will hold

a storytime where we will read Maybe Something Beautiful: How Art Transformed a

Neighborhood by F. Isabel Campoy and Theresa Howell and have a thematic craft. Each family

that attends will receive a free copy of the book to take home and add to their home library.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

e Common Cents: Creating a Robust Programming Schedule on a Shoestring Budget, Rochester

Regional Library Council, Feb. 57, (1 hr.)



